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BrRos oF THE Urprn Snenx;ex VenBv 55

TABLE 5. WHITE-CRO\,VNED SPARROW NESTS IN THE UPPER
VALLEY OF THE SHEENJEK RIVER, ALASKA,

JUNE-JULY, 1956

Date of first Contents of nest
observation First observation Subsequent observations

June 6 4 eggs

June 13 June 18 June 26
4 eggs 4 young nest empty

(3-4 days old)
June 22

nest destroyed

June 11

June 12

June 14

June 15

June 18

lune 24

5 eggs (warm)
5 eggs (warm)

5 eggs
5 eggs

5 eggs

4 young
(2-3 days old)
3 eggs (cold)

June 18 June 24
5 eggs 4 young;

1 egg

lune 22

5 eggs

June 26
4 young;
1 egg

e26unJ
J
(

young
I day old)

June 28

July 13 3 eggs (warm)

The phenology of the white-crowned sparrow's season was at least
several days ahead of that of the tree sparrow in 1956. A few birds
were incubating by the time we arrived on May 31, and the first eggs
hatched about June 13-14. The young had left one nest by June 26,but
we did not sight any fledged birds until June 30.

June 26
4 young

July 1

4 eggs
(warm)

July 7

4 eggs
(warm)

/',

Junel 4eggs j
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WntrB-cRowNED Spennow, Zonotrichia leucophrys gambelii

White-crowned sparrows were the second most abundant birds of the
Sheenjek Valley, but they were only about half as numerous as the tree
sparrows. They occupied an ecological niche closely similar to that of
the tree sparrow. Their distribution coincided withi the presence of
dwarf shrubs throughout the valley. They nested on the ground, and all
ten nests we found were placed in depressions in moss, usually in a raised
hummock. All had some low, woody vegetation sheltering the nest;
most were under 12- to 36-inch shrubs. None of the nests was actually
u'edged into the bases of the shrubs as were some of the tree sparrow
nests. All the nests were made of fine, dead, grass-like material, and
typically they were lined with fine hairs. Only one nest u'as lightly
Iined with ptarmigan fcathers. The two nests found at higher altitudes,
3,500-3,600 feet, Iacked the lining of hair. . g

The dates and contents of the ten nests we found are given in Table 5.
Only four of the nests found in June about Lobo Lake can definitely be
counted as having complete clutches; these clutches averaged 4.7 eggs
(4 to 5). The nests found on June 28 and Jrly 13 at Last Lake -' -1-,lw re-nesi-ing attemnts.

,


