
Manual install of ERDAS AutoCAD 2007-2009 Plug-in v2.3 
 

This article relates to:  
  - AutoCAD 2007 / 2008 / 2009 ECW JPEG 2000 plug-in 
  - AutoCAD 2008 / 2009 Plug-in 

 
Summary 
This article explains how to manually install the ECW JP2 AutoCAD plug-in on 
unsupported AutoCAD products that the plug-in installer will not work on. 
 
These are the currently supported AutoCAD products: 

• AutoCAD 2007 English 
• AutoCAD 2008 English 
• AutoCAD 2009 English 

No other languages or products (i.e. AutoCAD 3D Map 2008) are supported at this time. 
 
While we have done everything we can to ensure these instructions are accurate and will 
work, we do not guarantee that the plug-in will ultimately work on your intended product. 
 
These instructions, like the plug-in, are without warranty and ER Mapper/Leica 
Geosystems/ERDAS accepts no liability for any damage caused by the instructions or the 
plug-in itself.  If you follow these instructions you do so at your own risk. 
Solution 
LicensePlease read the following licensing agreement, if you agree with the terms 
presented in the licensing agreement then you may proceed with the manual installation 
instructions. If you do not agree then please do not continue with the manual installation. 
 
ECW/JPEG 2000 Plugin for AutoCAD 2007-2009 
 
END-USER LICENSE AGREEMENT FOR LEICA GEOSYSTEMS GEOSPATIAL 
IMAGING SOFTWARE 
 
ECW - LEICA GEOSYSTEMS GEOSPATIAL IMAGING Enhanced Compression 
Wavelet is a proprietary compression technique registered to LEICA GEOSYSTEMS 
GEOSPATIAL IMAGING, Inc under U.S. Patent #6,442,298 #6,201,897 and 
#6,633,688. 
 
IMPORTANT-READ CAREFULLY: This Agreement is a legal agreement between you 
(either an individual or a single entity) and LEICA GEOSYSTEMS GEOSPATIAL 
IMAGING for the software product identified above which may include associated 
software components, media, printed materials, and "online" or electronic documentation 
("SOFTWARE PRODUCT"). By installing, copying, or otherwise using the 
SOFTWARE PRODUCT, you agree to be bound by the terms of this Agreement. If you 
do not agree to the terms of this Agreement, do not install or use the SOFTWARE 



PRODUCT. 
 
The SOFTWARE PRODUCT is protected by copyright laws and international copyright 
treaties, as well as other intellectual property laws and treaties. The SOFTWARE 
PRODUCT is licensed, not sold. 
 
1.GRANT OF LICENSE. The SOFTWARE PRODUCT is licensed as follows: 
 
* Installation and Use. LEICA GEOSYSTEMS GEOSPATIAL IMAGING grants you 
the right to install and use copies of the SOFTWARE PRODUCT.  
 
* Backup Copies. You may also make copies of the SOFTWARE PRODUCT as may be 
necessary for backup and archival purposes. 
 
2.DESCRIPTION OF OTHER RIGHTS AND LIMITATIONS. 
* Maintenance of Copyright Notices. You must not remove or alter any copyright notices 
on all copies of the SOFTWARE PRODUCT. 
* Distribution. You may not distribute copies of the SOFTWARE PRODUCT to third 
parties without the prior agreement in writing of LEICA GEOSYSTEMS GEOSPATIAL 
IMAGING LEICA GEOSYSTEMS GEOSPATIAL IMAGING, at its entire discretion 
may decline to grant distribution rights. Any permission to distribute copies will be 
subject to a separate distribution agreement. 
* Prohibition on Reverse Engineering, Decompilation, and Disassembly. You may not 
reverse engineer, decompile, or disassemble the SOFTWARE PRODUCT, except and 
only to the extent that such activity is expressly permitted by applicable law 
notwithstanding this limitation. 
* Rental. You may not rent, lease, or lend the SOFTWARE PRODUCT. 
* Transfer. You may permanently transfer all of your rights under this Agreement, 
provided the recipient agrees to the terms of this Agreement. 
* Compliance with Applicable Laws. You must comply with all applicable laws 
regarding use of the SOFTWARE PRODUCT. 
 
3. TERMINATION. Without prejudice to any other rights, LEICA GEOSYSTEMS 
GEOSPATIAL IMAGING may terminate this Agreement if you fail to comply with the 
terms and conditions of this Agreement. In such event, you must destroy all copies of the 
SOFTWARE PRODUCT. 
 
4. COPYRIGHT. All title, including but not limited to copyrights, in and to the 
SOFTWARE PRODUCT and any copies thereof are owned by LEICA GEOSYSTEMS 
GEOSPATIAL IMAGING or its suppliers. All title and intellectual property rights in and 
to the content which may be accessed through use of the SOFTWARE PRODUCT is the 
property of the respective content owner and may be protected by applicable copyright or 
other intellectual property laws and treaties. This Agreement grants you no rights to use 
such content. All rights not expressly granted are reserved by LEICA GEOSYSTEMS 
GEOSPATIAL IMAGING 
 



5. NO WARRANTIES. LEICA GEOSYSTEMS GEOSPATIAL IMAGING expressly 
disclaims any warranty for the SOFTWARE PRODUCT. THE SOFTWARE PRODUCT 
AND ANY RELATED DOCUMENTATION IS PROVIDED "AS IS" WITHOUT 
WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EITHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING, 
WITHOUT LIMITATION, THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OR 
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, OR 
NONINFRINGEMENT. THE ENTIRE RISK ARISING OUT OF USE OR 
PERFORMANCE OF THE SOFTWARE PRODUCT REMAINS WITH YOU. 
 
6. LIMITATION OF LIABILITY. To the maximum extent permitted by applicable law, 
in no event shall LEICA GEOSYSTEMS GEOSPATIAL IMAGING or its suppliers be 
liable for any special, incidental, indirect, or consequential damages whatsoever 
(including, without limitation, damages for loss of business profits, business interruption, 
loss of business information, or any other pecuniary loss) arising out of the use of or 
inability to use the SOFTWARE PRODUCT or the installation process or the provision 
of or failure to provide Support Services, even if LEICA GEOSYSTEMS GEOSPATIAL 
IMAGING has been advised of the possibility of such damages. In any case, LEICA 
GEOSYSTEMS GEOSPATIAL IMAGING's entire liability under any provision of this 
Agreement shall be limited to the greater of the amount actually paid by you for the 
SOFTWARE PRODUCT. Because some jurisdictions do not allow the exclusion or 
limitation of liability, the above limitation may not apply to you. 
 
7. MISCELLANEOUS. 
 
This Agreement is governed by the laws of the State of Western Australia, Australia. 
 
Should you have any questions concerning this Agreement, or if you desire to contact 
LEICA GEOSYSTEMS GEOSPATIAL IMAGING for any reason, please contact the 
Earth Resource Mapping Pty Ltd subsidiary serving your country, or write: Sales 
Information, LEICA GEOSYSTEMS GEOSPATIAL IMAGING, 2, Abbotsford Street, 
West Leederville, Western Australia 6007. 
 
InstructionsDownload packages 
If you are running a 32bit version of AutoCAD then please download this package: 
 
http://www.ermapper.com.au/downloads/plugins/ERDASAutoCADPlugin2.3BetaSetup_
x86_20090701_ManualInstall.zip 
 
And this MSVC8 redistributable: 
http://www.ermapper.com.au/downloads/plugins/vcredist_x86_vc8_sp1.exe 
 
OR, if you are running a 64bit version of AutoCAD then please download this package: 
 
http://www.ermapper.com.au/downloads/plugins/ERDASAutoCADPlugin2.3BetaSetup_
x64_20090701_ManualInstall.zip 
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And this MSVC8 redistributable: 
http://www.ermapper.com.au/downloads/plugins/vcredist_x64_vc8_sp1.exe 
 
Extract files 
Some versions of AutoCAD ship with xerces 2.7 (xerces-c_2_7.dll) and so does this 
plug-in. These files are not compatible as our plug-in will not work with the DLL 
supplied with AutoCAD. It is not recommended to overwrite any DLLs distributed with 
AutoCAD. If you have this problem there is no recommended solution at this time. If you 
decide to overwrite the xerces DLL, or any other DLL, distributed with AutoCAD it is 
done at your own risk. 

1. Install the MSVC8 redistributable required for your platform. 
2. Extract the files in the package to the AutoCAD installation directory. This is 

usually something like: “C:\Program Files\AutoCAD 2008”. Be certain to 
preserve the directory structure in the zip file. 

3. Once extracted, there should be an ERDAS directory in your AutoCAD 
installation directory and some new files in your AutoCAD installation directory 
(i.e. NCSEcw.dll, ERDASRasterFormatCodec.dll).  If there is no ERDAS 
directory, then you have not preserved the directory structure of the zip file. 

Setup registry 
You will need to create some registry keys and string values. It is recommended that you 
backup your registry before doing this. 

• Create the Plug-in INSTALL_PATH string: 

1. Create this key: HKLM\SOFTWARE\ERDAS\AutoCAD ECW JPEG 
2000 Plug-in 

2. In the “AutoCAD ECW JPEG 2000 Plug-in” key create the a string value 
with the name INSTALL_PATH 

3. Give the INSTALL _PATH string the value: 

<AutoCAD installation directory>\ERDAS 
 
(i.e. “C:\Program Files\AutoCAD 2008\ERDAS”) 

• Create the AdImaging Key: 

1. Create this key: HKLM\SOFTWARE\Autodesk\AutoCAD\<AutoCAD 
release>\AdImaging 

2. Create a string value in the AdImaging key and call it “ERDAS Raster” 
 
<AutoCAD release> is “R17.1” for AutoCAD 2008, it is “R17.2” for 
AutoCAD 2009, etc. 

http://www.ermapper.com.au/downloads/plugins/vcredist_x64_vc8_sp1.exe�


3. Give the “ERDAS Raster” string the value: 

<AutoCAD installation directory>\ERDASRasterFormatCodec.dll 
 
(i.e. “C:\Program Files\AutoCAD 2008\ERDASRasterFormatCodec.dll”) 
 
Update the user interface 
To enable the plug-in toolbar and the ERDAS menu please complete the following steps: 

1. Open AutoCAD 
2. Select Tools->Customize->Interface 
3. Click the “Load partial customization file” button 
4. Open the ERDAS.cui file in the <AutoCAD install directory>\ERDAS directory 
5. Click apply and the ERDAS menu and toolbar should appear 

 
Finished. 
 
The plug-in should now be operational. You should now be able to open ERDAS 
imagery in AutoCAD. 


