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Rosaceae as a Family 

•  Leaves are stipulate and alternate 
•  Flowers are perfect and actinomorphic 

•  Most floral whorls come in multiples of 5 

•  A hypanthium is present 

•  Fruits can be achenes, drupes, pomes, and 
aggregates.   



Taxonomy 
Kingdom‐‐‐‐‐Plantae‐‐‐‐‐Plants 
  Subkingdom‐‐‐‐‐Tracheobionta‐‐‐‐‐Vascular Plants 
   Superdivision‐‐‐‐‐Spermatophyta‐‐‐‐‐Seed Plants 
     Division‐‐‐‐‐Magnoliophyta‐‐‐‐‐Flowering Plants 
       Class‐‐‐‐‐Magnoliopsida‐‐‐‐‐Dicotyledons       
         Subclass‐‐‐‐‐Rosidae 
           Order‐‐‐‐‐Rosales 
             Family‐‐‐‐‐Rosaceae‐‐‐‐‐Rose 
               Genus‐‐‐‐‐Rubus L.‐‐‐‐‐Blackberry 
                 Species‐‐‐‐‐ 

spectabilis 
or 
chamaemorus 



Where the Wild Plants Live 

•  Rubus spectabilis  •  Rubus chamaemorus 

http://plants.usda.gov/java/nameSearch http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?
symbol=RUSP 



Key to Identification 

1.  Leaves compound 
2.  Leaf margin lobulate‐serrate‐‐‐Rubus spectabilis 

2.  Leaf margin serrate‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐Rubus idaeus 

1.  Leaves simple 
3.  Leaves round‐reniform‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐Rubus 

chamaemorus 

3.  Leaves palmately lobed‐‐‐‐‐‐‐Rubus ordaratus 



Inflorescence 
Rubus spectabilis 

• Petals reddish‐purple 
• Flowers solitary on short, leafy 
shoots 

Rubus chamaemorus 

• Petals white 
• Flowering stem erect 

• Flowers solitary 

Specimen 1  Specimen 6 



Leaf Morphology 
Rubus spectabilis   
• Lobulate‐serrate margin 

Rubus chamaemorus 
• Serrate margin 

Specimen 1  Specimen 6 



More Leaf Morphology 
Rubus spectabilis 

• Leaves mostly 3‐foliate 
• Lateral leaflets obliquely ovate 

Rubus chamaemorus 

• 5 lobed 
• Round‐reniform  

Specimen 4  Specimen 6 



Sexual Ability 
Rubus spectabilis 
• Multiple reproductive parts 

Rubus chamaemorus 
• Multiple reproductive parts 

Specimen 2  Specimen 7 



Sheathing 
Rubus spectabilis 

• Sheathing up the petiole 
• Scale‐like 

Rubus chamaemorus 

• Sheathing along the stem 
• Leaf‐like 

Specimen 4  Specimen 6 



Fruit Type 

Rubus spectablis  Rubus chamaemorus 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Rubus spectabilis 

•  Compound serrate leaves 

•  Many stamen 
•  Inflorescence orange/purple 
•  Fused calyx 
•  Fused corolla 
•  Sheathing up the petiole 
•  Fine trichomes on leaves 
•  Fruit is an aggregate 

http://goodnight.corral.tacc.utexas.edu/UAF/
2008_10_01/jpegs/H1236458.jpg 



Rubus chamaemorus 

•  Serrate palmate leaves 

•  Sheathing along the stem 
•  Four merous 

•  Multiple stamen 
•  Alternate leaves 
•  White/yellow inflorescence 

•  Five sepals 
•  Fruit is an aggregate 

http://goodnight.corral.tacc.utexas.edu/UAF/
2008_10_01/jpegs/H1236223.jpg 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