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Preserved rodent head treated with 3.7% formaldehyde aquatic solution from the following two 
(2) voucher specimens accessioned in the UCM Mammals Collection (Accession Number 354) 
 
WG090129-002 Pacific Mountain Beaver (Aplodontia rufa pacifica); male, from Linn County, Oregon, 
USA; adult male 
                         
WG090204-004 Pacific Mountain Beaver (Aplodontia rufa pacifica); female, from Coos County, Oregon, 
USA; subadult female 
                         
Items description and condition: Skinned head containing skull and musculature above cervical 
region, originally fixed and preserved in 3.7% formaldehyde aquatic solution (=10% formalin) over 2 
weeks before being packaged; wrapped in cheese cloth moistened with less than 30 milliliters of the 
same 3.7% formaldehyde fixative solution; then triple-bagged and heat-sealed in plastic bags in a leak-
proof manner for each individual head; the specimens pose no pathogen or other health risk by coming 
in contact with these preserved specimens (NOT biologically or chemically hazardous).  
 
Purpose: comparative functional anatomical study of rodent feeding apparatus including chewing 
musculature of Aplodontia rufa pacifica. 
 
Note: Two (2) voucher specimens listed above were legally acquired by the USDA National Wildlife 
Research Center in Fort Collins, CO, and were donated and accessioned to the University of Colorado 
Museum of Natural History (Zoology Section Accession No. 354; see documents attached). Preserved 
study skins and post-cranial skeletons remain at the Museum’s Mammal Collection and the skulls on 
loan were expected to return in one year by 12 November 2013, but with this loan was requested to be 
extended by 4 months from 2 December 2013. The package contains a total of less than 30 milliliters of 
3.7% formaldehyde solution. 3.7% formaldehyde solution in any amount does not fall under Dangerous 
Goods category according to the IATA Dangerous Goods regulations. The subspecies (Aplodontia rufa 
pacifica) from Oregon is not listed as Endangered or Threatened Species by the U,S, Fish and Wildlife 
Services 
 


