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placer gold on these creeks was reached i n 1908 and 1909, 

with product ion f alling off r apidly aft er 1910 . With the 

dec line in placer .Product ion the a ttention of mining men was 

t urned to possibi~ities :for lode mining i n this area . Fr om 

.. 

1909 to 1912 , l ode minine was prosecuted v i gorously and .. 

cons i derable money was spent in prospect i ng and development 

of promising quart z veins. 

The following chronology of t he quartz development 

of this area was extracted from the Quart~~ Edition of the 

Tanana Magazine, published by the Fairbants Da ily Times , in 

1912 i 

June 25, 1909 

August 19, 1909 

September 6·, 1909 

February 18 , 1910 

April 30, 1910 

May 12 t 1911 .. 

May 26, 1 911 

October 14, 1912 

Newsboy Quertz Clf.i m located 
by Herchberger . 

W. L. Spaulding Ill! kes :first dis..:. 
covery on the right l imit of' 
Dome Creek. 

Herchberger has a~: say made of 
Newsboy ore , runs $206 . 00 per ton~ 

First carl oa d of ~re to t es t 
mill reaches tovrn f rO!ll Dome Creek. 

Ore from ITild Ros e Claim on Dome 
Creek assays $540~ 92 t o t he t on . 

·Six and one - half "oon run of Nevrs 
boy ore yields $5 7 008 .00 gold brick . 

100 , 000 shares of Nevrsboy 1rining 
Co~pany stock sub~ cr ibed in t wenty
:four hours. 

Newsboy mill starts t o crush ore in 
new l ocation at head of upper Cleary. 
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Concerning the early development made on the 
. 

Spaulding Group, this paper relates the rollowing interestir.g 

inf'ormation : 

"The claims of the Spaulding group ~re owned by the 
Reliance Mining Company , a closed corporet t ion ovmed by 
business men of Fairbanks, and Captain W •. L. Spaulding. 
The claims of this _group are the Soo , Water-bury, Carnation, 
and La Rose. An adjoining claim called the '.'lild Rose, is 
located between the Soo cla i m, and the Le Rose claim, and 
was staked by Captain Spaulding, in behalf of four women, 
Mrs. Raymond Brumbaugh, :Mrs . R. R. Myers , Hrs . 7{. L. Spauld
ing, Mrs . David Fairburn • . 

"In 1910 a shaft was put down on the r!i ld Rose vein 
on the Soo claim to a depth of sixty feet. A leve l was 
started at fifty feet and about 100 feet of tw1nel driven 
on thr'l vo~n. Q~o tn_kc'm f"t'C\111 hhn nt.upn nl1c\ \i d th.Ln t.lritt 
averaged ;J8l.OO to the ton. In tha fnll ot 1011 a small . 
stamp mill was built, this paid for development and purchase 
of a l arge two stai!lp Hendy mill. A shaft put do\7n on the 
Soo claim to a depth of. seventy feet, and thirty feet of 
drift run off of this , opened a ne 7J block of . ore. Fourteen 
tons taken out in 1910 ga_ve a mill averag3 of ~;>42 .00 to the 
ton. On December 3, 1912, ~. Le ttermain , who held a half 
int erest in a lease on this property , and an interest in 
the mill, disposed of his interest to !lfes3rs. ~ohn Rm1an 
and ~ohn Cunningham, for $30 ,000 .00 . · Two days later a fire 
started in the shaft and the mill building and shaft super
structure were burned." 

The early history of lode minins in this district 

was marked by a period of over optimism. Considerable s ums 
.. 

of money were spent in attempting to develop properties into 

production which did not warrant developm'3nt. Much of this 

money might have been saved had the men e:1gaged in mining 

operations been more f amiliar with hard r Jck mining, or 

had they sought the advice or engineers e:cperienced in lode 

mining. 

. \ 

- . - - -- ~ :-- -:-. ~--: 

,. 
f 

. : 

·c 
z 

·· .. ~ 
I 

0 
, 1 

~ ·-

; ,. 
,. , .. ._ 
fJ 
r 



- 34 -

Soo Mine 

The Soo mine· is situated on the Soo claim which lies 

be. tween the Wild Rose and rra terbury claims on the west and east 

sides. (Pl a t e IX} This claim i s mmed by ~:rs . Morton E. 

Stevens , her son Edwin Stevens , and Dr . Charles E . Bunnell . 

There are three nearly parallel veins outcropping 

on this claim; the most northerl y vein is the Soo vein , and 

south of the Soo in line are the Spaulding or Wild Rose vein 

and the H. & K. vein . Almost all .of the work done on this 

property has been done by l essees . ~essrs. Heath and Kearns 

held the l ease on this property during 1929 - 1930 . They 

sold out to c . M. Ha\7kins in 1931 , he continued to work the 

mine for a little over a year's time, and since then no work 

has been done upon it . 

· The only accessible working on the claim is the 
... 

H. & K. tunnel v1hich cuts all three veins . {Plate IV) This 

tunnel was driven by the lessees in 1929 and 1930, and besides 

cutting the three main veins of the claim , also cuts three 

s maller veins(l ) a short distance in from the nortal or the 

tunnel . They could not be seen beca use of timbering , but 

according to Mr. Heath, they are about two feet apart and 

each have a wi dth of one i nch . Assays reported from these 

veins show values of $3:0o to $4 . 00 per ton . The Little ~oe 

(1) ;r. M. Hill , u. s . Gaol. Survey Bull . 849-B, pp . 76-?7 , 
1933. 
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vein cuts through at about 125 ree t from the portal , it has 

· a width or rour inches and assays 0 .02 ozs . or gold per ton. 

The vein material of t he Li ttle Joe is corrposed of exceptionally 

hard; massive white quartz containing only a s mall amount of 

sulphides . At 250 foot from tho pcrtol tro tnnnol outn tho 

H. &. K. vein. A drift VIas run alone this ve i n for a distanoo 

of seventy-rive feet toward the east , in the last t wenty-five 

feet from the face the vein can be seen on the hanging wall. 

The vein here is composed of sixteen inches of very hard quartz 

with a small amount of sulphides. Samples were taken along 

this portion of the vein, but the assays from these gave only 

a · trace of gold. The vein strikes nearly east-west, ·and dips 

60° to the north. In view of t he fact that the vein is stron3 

in the face of the drift; it \7ould be worth while to extend 

this drift along the vein for some distance , to further prGs-

pect the vein on the chance that an ore shoot might be encount~red . 

Toward t he west the vein has been s toped out ·as far 

as the old H. & K. shaft, a distance of about 400 feet from 

the tunnel . Stoping along the vein was carr ied to an average 

depth of 110 feeti 

From the H. & K. vein in the tun nel, the adit turns 

north for a distance of 1?5 feet, at which point i t cuts the 

Spaulding or Wild Rose vein . This vein was drif ted on for 

a distance of 100 feet , t he direction of the drift varying 

from N. 45° E . to N. 75° E. and some stopine appears to have 



- 36 -

been done . At the end of this drift a f ault was encountered 

which strikes s. 70° E. and dips 53° to th0 northeast. From 

the fault a drift wa s turned east but is now i naccessi ble as 

a cave blocks it on the nor th side of the fault. At the faul t 

a few sacks of ore were piled in the drift. These were probably 

taken from the ol d stope which is now caved . A grab sample 

from these sacks assayed 0 . 26 ozs . of gold per ton. Beyond the 

Spaulding vein the tunnel is caved , but. we· are informed by 

Mr. Heath that it was driven 100 f eet north, at which point 

another vein was cu~. This vein was parall el to the soo vein 

but is not believed to be the projection of the soo vein on 

the surface . The information that has been plotted on the 

accompanying map with regard to this portion of the H. & K. 

workings was secured from a map made some years ago by E. N. 

Patty , and from personal i ntervi ews with Robert Heath. From .. 
the drift on the Spaulding vein the re is a~ extension of the 

main tunnel running north for 1.00 f eet par.lllel to the old 

workings . This drift evidently cuts ~he Soo vein, but the 

back end is caved and it was impossi9le to ascertain this 

fact. Two cro sscuts have been driven out on either siue of 

this portion of the tunnel and the east side has some stoping 

done above it. A~ the face of t he one on the west side· a 

two inch vein of hard white quartz was exposed. The extension 

of this vein is apparently the portion tha ~ has been stoped 

on the east crosscut. 
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· In 1931, Heath and Kearns sold out to Cliff M. 

Hawkins , who continued work o~ -the property from a shaft on 

t he H. & K. vein to the west of the tunnel . At the s ame t ime 

s . A. ~~rt in worked in the H. & K. tunnel , driving that 

portion of t he dri~t which parallels the old workings . 

All of the shafts on the 3oo claim are ~illed wi th 

i ce , or are caved and entrance to the drifts off t hem is 

impossible. Hence, all of the i nforoation on these older 

worki ngs has been gained from the former operators (l), U~ s . 
G. s . publication by J". M. Hill (2 ), and maps by E. N. Patty{3) . 

In 1929 the l essees -worked from the H. & K. shaft (Plate IV)_, 

which i s 136 feet deep on t he H. & K. Vein. Work was a l so 

started on t he H. ·& K. tunnel . Two drifts extend east from 

this shaft , one at the fi fty foot level an1 one at the 100 

foot l evel. The drift on the 100 l evel extends for 400 f~et 

east of the shaft and nearly connects with the H. & K~ t unnel. 

One ore shoot from t his tunnel yielded 400 tons of $36 . 00 ore. 

After Heath and Kearns sold out to c. H. n3.wkins , he s ank 

another shaft 150 feet east of the H. & K. sheft , a sample 

(1) Robert Heath and Guy Kearns . Personal c ommunication ~ 

. 
(2) Hill, ;r • M. , Gold Lode Deposits of t he Fairbanks Dist .; 

op . cit., pp~ 2~ 

(!? ) E~ N. Patty. Personal communication. 
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. -
taken from the bottom of this shaft is reported to have assay9d 

5.15 ozs~ of gold. 
. 

The Spaulding shaft {Plate V) was t he first shaft 

put down on the Soo claLm. Work was started in 1909 by Capt. 

Spaulding. This shaft is on the Wild Rose vein, near the 

end line between the Soo and the Vfild Rose Claims . (Plate DC ) 

L. M. Prindle (l) of the u. S~ G. s . visited t his mine at the 

time operations \7ere being started, he rep·orte d that the vein 

material was a shattered quartz containing a small amount of 

sulphides of i ron, .copper, silver, and antinony; and that the 

gold and sulphide deposition was contemporaneous. Assays 

taken by him gave returns or from 2 . 25 ozs . to 3 . 00 ozs. of 

gold per ton. 

Very little information could be obtained concerning 

the Soo vein . The following extract is te:.ken froiil the u. s. 
G. s. publication by Prindle(2): 

I " The main openings on the northern VE:in, the Soo 
are on the end line between the ~·/a terbury and Soo claim near 
the center of the Soo. At the end line a shaft 100 feet deep 
has been sunk and a short drift extends off west. The vein 
dips 68° N. In the center of the Soo claim a tunne l now caved 
crosscuts the northern veins." 

·-.. :--

There are a few old buildings OL the Soo claim 

between the H. & JC• and the Spaulding veins. The mill build

ing and head fra~e ·used by Heath and Kearns s till stands 
! -

(1) . Prindle , L. M., A Geologic reconnais sance of the Fairbanks 
Quadrangle. U. S~ Geol . Survey Dull. 525 , pp. 191, 1 913. 

(2) Prindle , L. M.,u. s. Geol . Surv:ey Bull. 525 , 1913 . 

·· .. ~ 
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although all of the machinery has been remove d. There is a lso 

\ a small bunk house , and an older mill buil ding close to the 

Spaulding shaft which was used by Capt. Spaulding i n his opera

tion on the property. 

Other Claims 

The other clains which make up the group on the 
I 

right limit of Dome Creek are the La Rose , V/ild Rose, Water-

bury, Carnation, Waverly, Inspir ati on and Di g Chief (Plate IX). 

All of these claim·s, with the exception of t he Wild Rose , belong 

to the Reliance Min~g Company . Li ttle more than surface work 

has been done on them with the excepti on OL a shaft sunk on 

t he Big Chief vein (Pl ate I). This vein s~rikes N. 45° E., 

and dips .NW. Only for ty fee t of the shaft fro:1 the surface 

down r emai ns open . From the size of the dvm) surrounding the 

shaft very little work could have been done except the s inking 

of the shaft . A grab sample of quar t z was taken from the dump 

and assayed a t race of gold . 

The Wild Rose claim, situated to t he north of the 

Alpha claim and between the Soo claim on the east and the La 

Rose claim on the west , is armed jointly b~r foLLr people . It ., 

was originally staked by Capt . Spaulding for four ~o~en , but 

since then there has been a change of ownership . At the 

present time the ovmers arc Ers . W. L . Spaul ding , David Fairburn , 

Raymond Brumbaugh, and Iii's . R. R. Myers . On this claim there 

are some caved shafts , but judgi ng fran the s i ze of the dumps 
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