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Notes on the Testicular Cycle of the Mexican llooknose Snake,
Ficimi a streckeri (Serpentes, Col u bridae)
Stephon R. Goldberg, Whittier (oilege, Department of Biology, Wlrittier, (A 90608;"$galdlsrf.$nflrttieredu

E
-I-. icrtia.ttretkril'aylor, i931 rangcs frtxr thc lou'cr
Rio Cl'rande Valley in south'Iexas, south to the Mexi-
can states of Hidalgo, Pucbla a.nd Veracruz @rnst
and Ernst 2003). The biologv of F. streckei is summa-
izedtnllatdy (1976).In this note I pror,ide the first
inlbrmation on the testicular cycle of Li. ttteckeiby
reporting thc resrilts of a histological examination of
b. streckei testes using nrseum specimens. Lltil.izarjon
of museum specimens for obtaining reproductir.,e data
avoids removing additional animals trom the wild.

Nine males of l;. streckeri from Texas Qr = 5) and
Tanraulipas, N{exico {n = 4) mean snout-r'ent length,
SVL = 252 mm * 54 Sf), range = 173-331Inn, \rrre
borrowed from the Natural Historv Museum of Los
Angeles Counry (1-ACI!0, Los Angeles, Cahfornsa (.n =
1, LACl,f 59091, Tamaulipas, Nlexico); Texas Coopera-
tirc Wildlife Collection GCSflC), Texas A&l[ Uni-
versiry, College Station, Texas (n = 6,TC\\C27369,
'Iexas, Starr Countf TC\IC 3i 535, Texas, La Sal1e

County; TCWC 49909, 581 19, Tamaulipas, llexico;
TCWC 84818, Texas, Cameron Counqv; TCWC 85206,
Texas, Karnes Counry,); Univetsity of Colorado, N,Iu-

seum of Narural l{istory GCe'!, Boulder, Colorado (a

= 1, UCNI 64269,1'exas Duval Counq); Universiry of
Michigan, Museum of Zoology G-rN{M7r, Ann Arboq
Nfichigan Qr = 1, UNINIZ 10128, Tamauiipas, [4exico).
Ficinia strufui n ere collected 1,949 to 2QQ2. The
snout-r,ent length (SVL) of each specimel was mea-

sured in mm from the rip of the snout to the posredor
margin of the vent. The left testis u,as lemoved and

ernbedded in paraffin. Histological secrions lvere cLrt at
5 pm and stained u,ith hematoxvljn followed by eosin

counterstain (Presnell and Schreibman 199f . Histol-
ogy slides were deposited at respcct-ive museums.

Testicular histology uas similar to that reported by
Goldberg and Patker (1975) for the colubrid snakes,

Ma;n@thb taeniatu an.d PiUophis catenifer (as P. melanoku-

azr|. Testes of all "F. strecfuri mdes exhibited spermio-
genesis in u{ich the seminiferous tubules were lined
by sperm or clusters of meumorphosing spermadcls.
Nlonthly samples of spermiogenic maies v,ere: Febru-
arv (n = 1), April (, = l),Mav (n = 2),June (n = 3),

July (n = 1), October (n =1).'the smalle st reproduc-
tively activ-e male (spermiogenesis) measured 173 nlm
svl- (LACM s9091).

The testicular cvcle of l;. slreckrri exbibits a pro-
longed period of sperm fbrmation (spermiogenesis)
and, in this respect, is similar to tropical snakes rvhicl-r
ptoduced sperm during all months from v,hich sam-
ples u.ere available; see for example: Dendrtpbidion sp.,

Erythrolanpras biqana and E. nimat, hlattiagodryat nek-
nalomas md i\inia macalata from Costa Rica ((ioldberg

2003, 2404a, 2004b, 21106). Gold berg (20 1 6) reportccl
ma.les crF the cr-rngener .l:. llrb/ia examinecl from oppo-
site ends of the vear (1\{arch, April, versus November)
also exhibited spetrniogenesis in all rnonths, suggest-
ing, it ma,r,-, ltke I'i. stre&.eihar.e a prolonged period of
reproduction. It is mor'e q,'picai fot snakes from Nolth
Amet:ica to exhibjt aestival spermatogenests (sensu Saint
Girr-rns 1982) u.itl-r latc summcr-fall sperm fbrmation,
follorved by spring n-rating utilzilg sperm stored r-n er
u inter in thc r.rsa Jctetcnria.
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